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most important of these have been transferred on* perma-
nent loan to the Victoria Memorial Hall exhibition.
"Many of the paintings are also memorials, which the members secured, ot
their distinguished collaborates; the others are of a miscellaneous character,
and most of them belonged at onetime to the studio of Mr.-Hume. That
gentleman was an artist, and at the beginning of this century lived for several
years in Calcutta, and took an active interest in the affairs of the Society.
Subsequently he went up to Lucknow and made a fortune in the service
of Gh&iudin Hyder, the then King of Oudh. During his tour in Europe he
collected many rare pictures,* and on his death his two sons, who were
then in active service as officers in the Bengal Army, deposited them with
the Society on the condition that should they not be able to remove the
collection within a reasonable time, it should become the property of the
Society. The sons died about forty years ago [written in 1885], and the
pictures accordingly now belong to the Society. ''
FREEMASONS1 HALL.
Continuing our way up Park Street we pass, on the left
at No. 56, the new Freemasons' Hall. In remote
times the Provincial Grand Lodge met at the Town Hal)
or Assembly Booms. In 1786 it moved into a habitation
prepared for its reception by a firm of auctioneers, Messrs.
Gould & Burrell, over their place of business in Lall Bazar,
just opposite the present Police Station and next door to
a once popular tavern known (by the name of a fashionable
musical society it displaced) as the Harmonic. Prom 184&
to 1904 the Masonic Head Quarters were at No. 55, Bentinck
Street. In the Banqueting Hall there is an interesting
portrait of the Marquess of Hastings, who was the first
and only " Grand Master of all India."
At the corner formed on the left by Free School Street
Park Street, we pass the Doveton College for boys.
In the library there is an oil painting of the founder—
Captain John Doveton, of H. H. the Nizam's Army.
*' Doveton is an illustrious name, often mentioned in the history of the
campaigns in Afghanistan, Mysore, and Central India. Although neglected
by his relatives, John belonged to this bouse. One of his uncles, however, on
making enquiries after a dead brother,found that brother's son, a poor {^end-
less orphan in a charity school at Madras ! He succeeded in obtaining for his
nephew a commission in the Army of the Nizam of Hyderabad. John's
service dated from 21st March, 1817, and, in the 7th Begiment of Infantry, he
rose to be 'Captain and Commandant'—a rank secondonly to that of Brigadier,
The uncle, -who had taken so kindly an interest in him, died, and when Captain
Doveton inherited from him a large fortune, he forthwith resigned his com-
mission and proceeded to London, where he passed away on the 15th October,
1853. He belonged to the Baptist persuasion, and in his political views was

